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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b)! 9 S 0 ° mnlu ' 1| ra«°n. even if timely filed, may reduce Iny 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 Seotemher ?nru 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM Tnis actjon „ nQM 

T a TJ hiS aPP T 0n ^ in C ° nditi0n f ° r a " 0WanCe 6XCept for formal ma «e^. Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 453 O.G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1^27 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

KM Claim(s) U27 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10JTJ ^rawing(s) filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b) D objected to by the Examiner 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 
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3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thisl^onal Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 9 
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Application/Control Number: 09/822,961 
Art Unit: 3627 

DETAILED ACTION 
Restriction 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. §121 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a method, classified in class 705, subclass 7. 

II. Claims 15-27, drawn to a product, classified in class 705, subclass 20. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP 
§806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process— a process that lets the computer and not the user select a 
first merchant link. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, because these 
inventions have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different 
classification and divergent subject matter, and because the search required for Group I 
not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. A telephone call was made to Kirk J. DeNiro on or about December 3 1 , 2004 to 
request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an 
election being made. 

5. Applicants are advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 C.F.R. §1.143). 
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in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 



• A ^ i -' i -^ed lh au P „ nthecMM , lationofclatastoanon _ eiecM 
invention, 4te inventorship m ust be amended : 

remains i» thea ^ 

request under 37 C.F.R. § ,.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § U7(i). 
7- Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew J. Fischer whose teiephone number is (703) 305- 
0292. 

I 

f If attempts to reach me examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner, 
supervisor, OiszewsK, Robert can be reached on (703) 308-5! 83. The fax phone number 
forme organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
*• Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the 
, Paten, Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
{ Published apphcations may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see h«p : //pai,direc,usp«o.g„v. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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